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 Guardian of the Past  Caretaker of the Future 

A message from
our Historical
Society’s
President
Hello, my name is
Louise Valdovinos and I
would like to share with you a little about
myself.
I grew up in Milwaukee, married, and
raised three children. My family has lived
in the DeForest-Windsor area for over 30
years. I enjoy reading, quilting, traveling,
camping, and the company of my 7 grandchildren. I am the children’s librarian in the
DeForest Area Public Library.
My love of history, pride in my community,
and the desire to volunteer has brought
me to connect with the DeForest Area Historical Society.
As president, I have jumped right in to a
wonderful group of dedicated volunteers
who wish to preserve the history of this
community for our future citizens.
I am looking forward to working for the
Historical Society to continue its good
works.

Summer, 2017

Remembering Bob
It is with great sadness that we mourn the
recent death of our friend and faithful society
Executive Board member, Robert Newbegin.
He joined our volunteer group just after the
society archival center was moved to the
present location in the library and his contributions have been nothing short of amazing.
Bob was an informed historian and very
adept at finding relevant historic artifacts,
an accomplished carpenter and cabinet
maker, and basically a “Jack of all
trades.” Whenever we visit any of our four
sites, we are reminded of all he did for us:
rebuilding and finishing the porches at the
Hansen House; helping erect the historical
sign and display boards at the depot and
repairing anything that needed it, including
the door locks; rehanging the doors at the
Lyster House every time the wind blew them
off the hinges, winterizing all of the windows,
and addressing plumbing needs. Every time
we walk through the society gallery in the
library, we are reminded of the amazing work
he did installing the beautiful wood flooring,
creating and installing the maple trim around
the corner glass area to match that in the rest
of the building, and tending to our LED flood
light system.
The list goes on and on. Bob will be
greatly missed but always remembered for
the wonderful legacy that he left for us all.

Mary Todd Lincoln
visits DeForest

DAHS in the Community
Mrs. Lincoln,
as portrayed by
actress and
historian,
Jessica Michna,
shares a light
moment with the
audience at the
March 28
program.

The Depot

Jessica has visited DeForest as various
other famous women, including Dolley
Madison, Abigail Adams, Helen Keller, and
Eleanor Roosevelt.

Calendar of Events


Saturday, June 3
Hansen-Newell-Bennett Open House
9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m. 119 E. El m Street



Hansen-Newell-Bennett House
Warm weather is on its way, and that means the
Historical Society’s primary museum located at 119
East Elm Street in DeForest, will be opening up for the
season. See page 3 for more information about this
home.

Historical impressionist Jessica Michna
portrayed Mrs. Lincoln as she told the story of
her childhood, courtship, marriage, and life in
the White House with Mr. Lincoln.

We’re looking forward to meeting Mrs.
Charles Dickens on November 28. Due to
Jessica Michna’s popularity, we have booked
her for two dates in 2018 and two in 2019.

DAHS Site News
Although the exterior of the DeForest Railroad
Depot was been completely restored to its 1930's
appearance several years ago, it’s time for a bit of touch
-up. The south side of the building will have some paint
work done this summer. This is our major location for
storing our large artifacts.

Thanks to a partnership with the
DeForest Area Community Center and the
DeForest Area Public Library, the Historical
Society has brought history to life.

Saturday, June 3
DeForest Railroad Depot
Wood Carving Demonstration
9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m.



Sunday, July 16
Hansen-Newell-Bennett House Tours
1:00 p.m.—3:00 p.m.

The Lyster House
Did you know that the Lyster House was originally
located on the site of the Norske Nook’s parking area?
Members of the Lyster family lived in this home from the
early 1900s until 2000. The exterior and the kitchen in
the interior have been restored to the 1930's
period. Stop in and visit this home museum, located at
151 Commerce Street, where the DeForest Windsor
Area Chamber of Commerce rents space for its office.

The DeForest Area Public Library
Stop in and check out our gallery during the library’s
open hours. If you visit on most Tuesday or Thursday
mornings from 9:00—11:00, you can talk with a
volunteer in the Historical Society’s office and work
area. The address is 203 Library Street.



Sunday, August 20
Hansen-Newell-Bennett House Tours
1:00 p.m.—3:00 p.m.



Sunday, September 17
Hansen-Newell-Bennett House Tours
1:00 p.m.—3:00 p.m.



Sunday, October 15
Hansen-Newell-Bennett House Tours
1:00 p.m.—3:00 p.m.



Tuesday, November 28
Mrs. Charles Dickens : The Best of
Times presented by Jessica Michna,
10:00 a.m. at the DeForest Area Community
& Senior Center

Photo
from the
Past

The home of Ernest and Nellie Newell c.1903
119 East Elm Street, DeForest

Who Were the Hansens, the Newells,
and the Bennetts?
The Hansens
Julius Hansen was the owner of the first lumber
company in DeForest, which was located one-half
block to the east of the house at 119 East Elm
Street. Julius and his wife, Mary, likely lived in
this home only a short time before moving to a
Victorian home on Market Street.

The house has served as a museum for the Historical Society since February, 1979. In 1984, the
building and property were officially deeded to the
Historical Society, a gift from the Robert Ethun
family. Since then, extensive restoration work has
taken place on both the exterior and interior to
bring it to its current state.

The Newells
Ernest and Nellie Newell were the next family to
live at 119 East Elm Street. Ernest worked at the
lumber yard and was the proud owner of one of
the first automobiles in the village.

The Bennetts
Dyson and Olga Bennett purchased the home in
1919 and lived there until 1975. Dyson was the
proprietor of a blacksmith shop on DeForest’s
Main Street. Olga was a charter member of the
DeForest Study Club and was active in the
community.
From 1975 to 1978, the house was owned by
Donald and Margaret Hoffmann, who did some
remodeling and redecorating.

The parlor at the Hansen-Newell-Bennett House

Curator’s Corner
by John Englesby, Archivist-Curator
Sincere thanks to all of our volunteers who
have once again accomplished the amazing
task of creating our society newsletter. Special
appreciation is extended to Jane Henze, our
new newsletter editor, who is sharing her
unique skills and expertise to create a publication with several new features and a new
look.
It’s hard to believe that it has been over 15
years since the society was invited to be part
of our beautiful new public library. Over this
time, our program has grown by leaps and
bounds, due in large part to the work of many
dedicated volunteers and the wonderful
support we receive from folks like you. With
local historians covering our office twice a
week during morning hours and the gallery
and display case in the library proper available
during all library hours, we have enjoyed the
unique opportunity to be able to share our
fascinating local history on a grander scale.
When we first moved our archival materials to
the site, we were a bit concerned about the
number of empty shelves in our storage area. That didn’t last long! The collection
included two binders of obituaries in 2001;
today there are 25. Only a couple of archival
boxes of family histories were available; today
we have almost 60.
During recent times, we have been receiving
a growing number of materials for our
permanent collection donated by local supporters. We generally are able accept most
materials, as long as they meet our Collection
Policy, which basically stipulates that the
materials do need to relate to our local history
and help to document the unique story of the
DeForest area.
When we receive new

materials, we always appreciate it when they
are accompanied by descriptive information
that includes dates and some details about
the related people or events.
It is a challenge for us to maintain and share
history at four sites. I am happy to report,
however, that our small group of volunteers is
generally able to respond to the needs and
requests that come to our attention on a regular basis. Much attention is directed toward
keeping the sites in good shape. In the next
month, the porches at the Hansen-NewellBennett House will be painted, the plaster in
one of the upper rooms repaired and
painted, and a new commercial size dehumidifier will be installed. Some of the wood on the
southern exposure of the restored DeForest
Railroad Depot will be repainted and our
historic marker restored and reinstalled. We
were so fortunate recently to have received
the monetary gifts which allowed us to completely upgrade the exterior of the Lyster
House. We continue to be amazed at the
work done by our dedicated volunteers who
create and maintain the beautiful gardens at
the home sites. We contract out services with
local companies to maintain the lawns at the
home sites and they do a fantastic job for us.
We feel so fortunate to have such a beautiful
gallery and display case in the library proper
where we can display materials from our
collection to keep sharing our history
stories. Currently work is in progress on a
display focused on the “Great War” as we
commemorate 100 years since World War
I. We have a unique collection of sheet
music, pillow cases, and a uniform dating
back to 1918 and all will be on display
soon. If you haven’t visited any of our sites
recently, we look forward to seeing you, the
dates and times provided in our Calendar of
Events. Happy history hunting!

Volunteer
Spotlight

Become a
volunteer
Volunteers perform a
wide variety of tasks
that enable the
DeForest Area
Historical Society to
carry out its
educational mission.
Whether it is stuffing
envelopes, leading a
tour, or helping with
one-day special
projects, volunteers
bring the history of our
communities to the
public.

Volunteer
Opportunities


Board members



Archival work



Computer skills



Handyperson skills

The DeForest Area Historical Society is grateful for the commitment
and hard work of our volunteers.
Meet one of our dedicated helpers.
Doris Hodgson—DAHS treasurer and gardener at Lyster House and
Hansen Bennett Newell House
Hometown: Lodi, Wisconsin
Hobbies and interests: Gardening, reading, and spending time with
grandchildren
How long have you been a volunteer? Since 2011—six years
What do you find most interesting or rewarding about your
volunteer time? Doris says she never cared much about history, but
has found that she’s becoming interested as she learns more about
DeForest’s history. She also enjoys the nice people she’s met through
the group.

Contact
dahsoc@yahoo.com
for more information.

Wish List
Please contact us if you
would like to donate
any of these items:


Use of a pick-up
truck



Dolly hand truck



8 1/2 x 11 white
copy paper



Postage stamps



Refreshments for
special events

Both of these
recipes, the
handwritten and
the printed,
are from a book
in the DAHS
archives.
Our Successful
Farming
Cookbook
Copyright 1931,
Meredith
Publishing
Company,
Des Moines, Iowa.
“Every recipe tested in
the Successful
Farming
Tasting-Test Kitchen.”

DeForest Area Historical Society
Post Office Box 124
DeForest, Wisconsin 53532

Board of Directors
President:

Louise Valdovinos

Vice President:

Amie Mink

Treasurer:

Doris Hodgson

Secretary:

Rachel Anderson

Directors:

Shirley Cunningham
Paul Ethun
Cynthia Karraker
Tracy Simon
Mary Wendt

Director Emeritus:

Pat Asmussen

—————————————————————
Archivist: - Curator;

John Englesby

Newsletter:

Jane Henze

Board meetings are held every other month on the third Thursday at noon at the
DeForest Area Public Library. The next dates are July 20 and September 21.
The public is welcome to attend.

The mission of the DeForest Area Historical
Society is to preserve, celebrate,
and share the local history of the area.

Contact Us
DeForest Area
Historical Society
P.O. Box 124
DeForest, WI 53532
(608) 846-6698
dahsoc@yahoo.com
Visit us on the web at
www.deforesthistory.org

