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All you have to say is 2020 and COVID-19 

comes to everyone's mind. The history books 

will be full of information and the children of 

2020 will be sharing their experiences with 

their grandchildren and great grandchildren. 

The term “the new normal” will continue to be 

an explanation of the times.  

Throughout history, “the new normal”                 

happened often. Just think about what many 

inventions did to civilization. Electricity, the 

model T-Ford, the telephone, radio, television, 

space exploration, medical advances, and 

computers.  

Business owners are thinking about new 

ways to operate. So many are keeping their 

employees working from home, which is not 

new. We can look back into the past to show 

us how at-home businesses operated.              

Farmers worked from home, along with doc-

tors, dentists, lawyers, tailors, and  grocers.  

Not only are people able to work from home, 

but things have slowed down because of the 

need to stay home and be safe. Families eat 
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together, cook together, share chores around 

the house, and have learned to enjoy each 

other. Families play games, read, and learn 

together. Extended family connections have 

been rekindled. We no longer put off reaching 

out. Time won’t allow waiting for future        

moments. 

Having what seems to be more time, hobbies 

are now a way to express ourselves. Many of 

these hobbies were survival skills from our 

past. Baking bread has left store shelves 

empty of flour and yeast. Sewing machines 

and fabric flew out of warehouses to fill on-

line orders for new quilters and seamstresses. 

Gardening was no longer growing a few 

plants around your home to look nice for the 

neighborhood, but to feed your family with 

vegetables and earth science knowledge.  

The new normal will change as the years go 

by, but I hope many of these positive changes 

are here to stay. All we need to do is just look 

to the past to see our new normal. 

 —Louise Valdovinos 



Curator’s Corner   
by John Englesby, Archivist-Curator  

100 Years of Women’s Suffrage 

Fall greetings from your historical society.  We 

are pleased to make contact with you during 

these challenging times.  Because of govern-

ment regulations and our concerns for every-

one’s health during the pandemic, it has not 

been possible to do “business as usual.”   

During the last six months, our museum and 

archival office have been closed to the public, 

like so many other state historical venues. 

This does not mean, however, that the work of 

the society has not been addressed. We have 

been able to communicate and respond           

to  requests through e-mails and phone             

messages.  This has allowed us to answer  

patrons’ questions and to accept, accession, 

and continue to add materials to our growing 

collection. 

We were all disappointed that many of          

our plans for the year were not able to be           

fulfilled, in particular the celebration of the 

contributions of women to the historical story, 

especially the Women’s Suffrage Movement.  

It was 100 years ago that Wisconsin was the 

first to ratify the 19th amendment, finally 

granting most women in the United States the 

right to vote. 

Our society did host and present in our gallery 

a traveling display from the Wisconsin             

Historical Society: “We Stand on Their                

Shoulders:  A History of Wisconsin Women 

and Voting (100 Years of Women’s Suffrage).” 

This fascinating exhibit presented details 

about the activities that took place after the 

ratification of the 19th Amendment to the U.S. 

Constitution.  The display consisted of eight 

banners detailing the stories of the major  

players and 

events that 

took place in 

women’s 

fight for the 

right to vote.   

Designed 

for high 

school age 

students 

and adults, 

the exhibition was presented in the library  

gallery during the last two weeks in July under 

very controlled conditions. 

As an added attraction and to complement the  

state display, we created and presented an 

exhibit of materials drawn from our collection, 

several hats, dresses, and sheet music from 

the 1920s:  “The Roaring Twenties: A Decade 

of Unique Women’s Fashions.”  As a result, 

locals were able to enjoy historic information 

and materials at a time when so many other 

venues were closed.  This display is still  

available for viewing.  

This is our fall 

membership 

drive and we 

are always           

impressed by 

the wonderful 

response we 

receive from our 

supporters.  The 

Membership 

Form for 2021 is 

enclosed.  We 

will appreciate 

your support for 

the work we do 

more than ever. 

The Wisconsin Historical Society                

traveling display, “We Stand on Their 

Shoulders,” presented in the gallery 

during the last two weeks of July. 

“The Roaring Twenties: A Decade of 

Unique Women’s Fashions,” an  

exhibition of items from the society’s 

collection.      



DAHS in the Community 

Engebor Dahl 

Engebor’s story is one of 

many of founding mothers 

and pioneers of the         

DeForest area. 

Engebor (Velttesdatter) 

Dahl was born in  Norway 

on July 24, 1844.  In 1860, at the age of 16, 

she and her younger sister Gunild  emigrated 

to the United States.  During the  six-week 

voyage across the stormy ocean, Gunild     

became extremely sick.  Upon arrival in         

Quebec, Gunild was taken to Convent  Hospi-

tal where she died.  Alone, Engebor continued 

her journey through St. Lawrence and the 

Great Lakes to Michigan.  She traveled by 

train, from Michigan to Stoughton, Wisconsin,  

from there to Koshkonong, and then on to            

DeForest.  When Engebor arrived in DeForest 

she stayed at the home of Mrs. S.S. 

Wangses’s, her mother’s sister, a mile west of 

DeForest.   In 1861 she found employment in 

Madison, where she met her husband, Nels 

Dahl.   

Engebor and Nels worked together in many of 

their different businesses, including a little 

shoe shop in 1865, eventually adding           

groceries and general merchandise.    

With there being a demand for undertakers, 

Nels built coffins and Engebor stitched the  

lining.  Their undertaking trade eventually 

grew into a successful business.   

Engebor, along with her husband, provided 

food and shelter for strangers, serving as a 

hotel for those who came through DeForest.  

Mark your calendar  for these upcoming  

events  featuring historical impersonator, 

Jessica Michna.  Sponsors are the DeForest 

Area Historical Society, DeForest Area                        

Community & Senior  Center,                       

and DeForest  Area Public Library.          

 Tuesday, October 27 — 10:00 a.m.  

  Eleanor Roosevelt, First Lady of the  

  World (via Zoom) 

 Tuesday, November 24 — 10:00 a.m. 

  Mittens on the Tree—Christmas 1886      

  with Caroline Ingalls (via Zoom) 

 Tuesday,  March 23, 2021 at 10:00 a.m. 

 Women Who Dared  

In the 1860s the Chicago/Milwaukee/St. Paul 

Railroad train was stranded in Morrisonville 

due to a bad snowstorm. Passengers were in 

need of warmth and food.  They were able to 

walk to Engebor’s house in DeForest where 

she had only one loaf of frozen bread.  She 

and her husband made beds with straw on 

the floor, warming passengers from the train 

with horse blankets.  Then Engebor’s work 

began in the kitchen, and by morning she had 

baked enough hot biscuits and other food to 

feed 30 people.    

After this Engebor’s  hospitality was known all 

over, and their hotel, DeForest House Hotel, 

became an exceedingly popular spot for           

visitors.   

This is just a one of many stories of what an 

impact women made on the DeForest area, 

from the beginning pioneer days to current 

day. 

—Contributed by Amie Mink 



Thanks to Mary Wendt for arranging historical items in this exhibit case. 

    Current display:  Local Cookbooks, 1894—1995 

    Coming up next: Small Wooden Storage Boxes—Cigars, Candy, Food 

. 

Check out the Historical Display Case in the Library 

Cooking and Cooling 100 Years Ago-- 

Artifacts from the Archives 

 The DeForest Area Historical Society has an outstanding variety of artifacts in                

its collection, including items used in the home, on the farm or in business.   

“Fearless” 
Wood Burning 

Stove                      
and Oven 

J. F. Rathbone 
& Co. (1870) 

Kitchen Exhibit  

Hansen-Newell-
Bennett House 

Ice Box 

American Oak 
Exterior/Metal 

Interior  

(Circa 1910) 

Kitchen Exhibit   

Hansen-Newell-
Bennett House 

Electric           
Refrigerator 

General Electric 
Co. (1931) 

Wisconsin  
Power & Light 

Kitchen Exhibit 

Lyster House 

Electric Range 
and Oven 

“The 
Modernique” 

Malleable Iron 
Range Co. 

(1931) 

Beaver Dam, 
Wisconsin  

Kitchen Exhibit 

Lyster House 



 

Our Historical Society is grateful for the commitment and 

hard work of our volunteers.  Meet one of our dedicated 

helpers, Kat Storch. 
 

Hometown:     DeForest, I moved here when I was a toddler. 
 

 

Hobbies and interests:  I am interested in forensic anthropology 

and multiple fiber arts like spinning, knitting, and embroidery. 
 

How long have you been a volunteer?  I took a class in working with museum             

collections, and I am going to school for anthropology and archaeology. I enjoyed working 

with my University's collection and due to lock-down I was unable to travel for my archeology 

field school this summer. My father had volunteered for the Historical Society before and I 

knew they were good people, so I wanted to help them in any way I could. Many museums 

and small town collections are having difficulties due to COVID, and I knew I already had a 

skill that could be put to good use. (Not that that is necessary for a volunteer!) 
 

What do you find most interesting or rewarding about your volunteer time?                      

I am  sorting, identifying, and organizing the items in our collection          

related to the fiber arts. I get to hold items that were made and used by 

people decades earlier, and I enjoy feeling that connection. There is a 

little note that I found folded up, forgotten in-between some other items. 

The paper was worn soft, torn, and falling apart. On it was a note from 

one woman to another talking about the importance of counting stitches 

on a sample she had meant to send earlier. I have sent notes just like 

that, and in that moment I felt like I held a bit of something precious in 

my hands. 

From   New Delineator Recipes 
Copyright, 1930, By The Butterick Publishing Company  

Found in the DAHS archives.  

Volunteer Spotlight 
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The community of         

Morrison was platted for 

James Morrison in 1871, 

at the time that the            

Madison-Portage line             

of the railroad was                    

constructed.  

(The “ville” was added 

when the railroad created 

a sign for the stop,           

because another 

“Morrison” already             

existed in the Wisconsin.)   

Did you know? 

Board of Directors 
 

President:      Louise Valdovinos 

Vice President:   Amie Mink 

Treasurer:    Doris Hodgson 

Secretary:    Rachel Anderson 

Directors:      Paul Ethun 

       Cynthia Karraker 

       Tracy Simon 

       Mary Wendt  

Director Emeritus:  Pat Asmussen 

————————————————————— 

Archivist — Curator: John Englesby 

Newsletter:    Jane Henze 

Board meetings are held every other month on the third Thursday at noon at the 

DeForest Area Public Library.   The next dates are November 21 and January 16.   

The public is welcome to attend. 

The mission of the DeForest Area                               

Historical Society is  to preserve, celebrate,                           

and share the local history of the area.  

Contact Us 

DeForest Area                                            

Historical Society 

P.O. Box 124 

DeForest, WI  53532 

(608) 846-6698 

dahsoc@yahoo.com                         

Visit us on the web at 

www.deforesthistory.org 

Find us on Facebook! 


