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A message from
our Historical
Society’s President
Settling into the DeForest
community was an exciting
adventure for my family just
34 years ago. I grew up in Milwaukee. Yes it
is a big city, but it is made up of many
neighborhoods or communities.
DeForest is now my community. My
children attended school here, grew up in its
parks, playgrounds, sports fields and friends’
homes. When asked, they say their home is
DeForest.
DeForest is also my home now. Living here
has given me friends, a career, and a history.
Looking back at my childhood, my personal
history, I realized I have always been
interested in the past. Being a part of the
DeForest Area Historical Society has given
me a history of my community.
I enjoy learning about my past, my German
heritage, and my community’s Norwegian
past. I especially enjoy the open house
opportunities of the Hansen Newell Bennett
House Museum.
Stepping up onto the porch and unlocking
the door takes me back to my childhood
home. I journey back to Grandma’s house on
1st and North Avenue in Milwaukee.
The houses are not the same in structural
design or room layout. The HNB House has a
parlor; Grandma’s house had a front room.

The woodwork is white at the HNB House;
natural wood at Grandma’s. Large floral wall
paper adorned both homes and they had/
have oriental style rugs, claw foot tables,
ticking wall clocks and Victrola. Pianos and
Sunday china, rocking chairs, and treadle
sewing machines all wait for a grandmother’s
return. Many things are different but just the
same right down to the kitchen sink. I recall
seeing a baby photo of me bathing in that
kind of kitchen sink.
Memories flood back to me as I walk
through the rooms of the HNB House. The
iceman using his metal tongs as he climbs up
the back stairs to deliver his cold cube cargo
to my grandma’s icebox. I remember her
using a hot flat iron to press her many aprons
and hankies. Grandma always wore an apron
and had her hankie tucked up her sleeve or in
her dress bodice.
Both houses had/have that familiar old
creak in the stairs, it whispers old times to the
rounded banister holder as they climb up and
down. I travel to my elementary classroom
when I enter the second floor school room at
the museum. My city school desks were the
same as in the country schools of my new
community’s past.
As my visit to the HNB House Museum
comes to an end, I say goodbye to my
Grandma as the screen door gently slams behind me as if I am just off to play in the back
yard.
—Louise Valdovinos

Curator’s Corner
by John Englesby, Archivist-Curator

Collaboration Is Our Goal
Greetings from the Society! The summer and
fall have been very busy for us as always. We
will again appreciate your support with our
annual membership drive. A form is enclosed
for the next year.
It has been a privilege over the last couple of
years to focus our research attention on World
War I, the “War to End All Wars,” commemorated after 100 years since the Armistice
signing of 1918. It has been a rewarding and
enlightening experience to share the story
again and to honor those who served and
those who did not return home.

The Gallery Display, “The Great War 1914 -1918”

During this effort, we again were reminded
how much we count on the help and input of
many local folks past and present who have
donated or shared information, artifacts, and
photographs. Our gallery display included:
an original WWI uniform worn by the uncle of
a local patron; a bayonet and sheath, canteen,
and ammunition cases from the war; pillow

covers and hand-stitched postcards sent from
France; copies of enlistment and discharge
papers. One of our local patrons shared an
artifact found in the attic of his family home,
an In-Vu wood facsimile drill rifle used by his
grandfather during the war training sessions.

Items used or worn by soldiers

The display also included copies of several
photographs of local folks who served in the
conflict, which were donated by family
members. In addition, we were fortunate to
be able to borrow the excellent collection of
WWI photographs from the local American
Legion Olson-Grinde Post 348. With the help
of two very computer-savvy DeForest High
School Honor Society students, all of these
photos were copied in digital format and
added to our computer database. We were
pleased to return the favor by providing a
digital copy of the information for the Legion’s
archives and use.
Another local supporter donated a large
bound volume printed in 1921 which included
original photographs “secured under the
auspices of the U.S. government”: A Photographic History: Why America Won the War.”
Selected copies of images from the
publication are on display, illustrating the

machinery of war, naval vessels, trenches, rail
installations, all characterized by the editors as
part of the “comedy and tragedy of war.”
One of our most treasured collections includes
original sheet music from this period, most in a
reduced size to help with the war effort by
saving paper: “Save! Save! Save is the
watchword today.” The cover designs and

lyrics of the songs created by those on the
home front during 1917-1918 are particularly
poignant and communicate the emotions
experienced by so many during this period.
Copies of the music were included in the
display design, which will remain in place for
several more months if you have not had a
chance to check it out.

DAHS in the Community
More community collaborating

Joan & Bette
Bette & Joan
Written by and
starring
Jillann Gabrielle,
April 2019

The DeForest Area Historical Society is happy
to partner with the DeForest Area
Community and Senior Center and the
DeForest Area Public Library in bringing
historical-themed events to our communities.
Here are some of the recent programs we
have helped to support.
Frances Cleveland:
A May-December
Romance
presented by
Jessica Michna,
historical impressionist,
March 2019

Carrie Catt, Belle
La Follette, and How
the Battle for Woman
Suffrage was Won
presented by Dr. Bob
Kann, May 2019

Jennie Appleseed: Lost
Lore & Tall Tales
presented by
Jessica Michna,
historical impressionist,
September 2019

Mark your
calendar
for these
upcoming
co-sponsored
events:
March 24— Eleanor Roosevelt: First Lady of the World
with Jessica Michna
July 28—The Pioneers of Comedy: Make ‘Em Laugh
with Dr. Bob Kann

Artifacts from the Archives
The DeForest Area Historical Society has an outstanding variety of artifacts in
its collection, including items used in the home, on the farm or in business. We’ve
selected one from each of the Society’s four sites to share with you.
“Tiddledy Winks”
Game
Parker Brothers,
Circa 1920

Child’s
Chautauqua
Industrial
Art Desk
Lewis E. Myers
and Co., 1913

Archived at the
Archival Center
in the Library.

Archived and
displayed at the
Hansen-NewellBennett House

Railroad Switch
Stand Lantern

Side-Arm Water
Heater

Adlake Company,
Circa 1900

Ruud Company,
Circa 1918

Archived at the
DeForest Railroad
Depot

Archived and
displayed in the
kitchen at the
Lyster House
Was attached to a
basement chimney
and heated water
was accessed for
each activity.

Check out the Historical Display Case in the Library
Thanks to Mary Wendt for arranging historical items in this exhibit case.
Current display: Back to School
Coming up next: Wooden Toys for Christmas
.

Become a
volunteer
Volunteers perform a
wide variety of tasks
that enable the
DeForest Area
Historical Society to
carry out its
educational mission.
Whether it is stuffing
envelopes, leading a
tour, or helping with
one-day special
projects, volunteers
bring the history of our
communities to the
public.

Volunteer
Opportunities


Board members



Archival work



Computer skills



Handyperson skills

Contact
dahsoc@yahoo.com

Volunteer Spotlight
Our Historical Society is grateful for the
commitment and hard work of our
volunteers. Meet one of our dedicated
helpers.
Jane Henze — Jane creates the newsletter for the
DeForest Area Historical Society twice a year.
Hometown: “I grew up in Delafield, then lived in Watertown for
25 years before moving to DeForest in 2005.”
Hobbies and interests: “Family & community activities and
reading. My parents fostered in me a curiosity about history.”
How long have you been a volunteer? “Working at the Library,
I have been connected to the Historical Society because of our
collaboration on projects, but I have actually been a part of the
group for only two years.”
What do you find most interesting or rewarding about your
volunteer time? “I like being able to share information with the
community about our local historical society. This group has
wonderful volunteers who are dedicated to preserving local
history. There is an amazing wealth of well-organized knowledge
and a great collection of artifacts for our communities.”

From

The Settlement
Cookbook
found in the
DAHS archives.

The Settlement Cookbook: The Way to a Man’s Heart by Elizabeth Black Kander,
was published in 1901 as a fundraiser for “The Settlement", a community center
for immigrant girls in Milwaukee. It became one of the most successful
fundraising cookbooks in history.

DeForest Area Historical Society
Post Office Box 124
DeForest, Wisconsin 53532
Did you know?
DeForest was named
for Isaac DeForest,
whose ancestry can
be traced back
to Belgium.

He arrived in this
area in 1854 and
accumulated large
land holdings,
most devoted to
wheat farming.
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Board meetings are held every other month on the third Thursday at noon at the
DeForest Area Public Library. The next dates are November 21 and January 16.
The public is welcome to attend.

The mission of the DeForest Area
Historical Society is to preserve, celebrate,
and share the local history of the area.

Contact Us
DeForest Area
Historical Society
P.O. Box 124
DeForest, WI 53532
(608) 846-6698
dahsoc@yahoo.com
Visit us on the web at
www.deforesthistory.org
Find us on Facebook!

