
NEWS 
&  

NOTES 

A message from 

our Historical  

Society’s             

President 

 I have always been           

interested in history, 

learning about it in school, reading 

books, visiting historical sites, and          

enjoying John Englesby’s displays. I am 

so happy to be apart of the               

DeForest Area Historical Society. 

In one of the State Historical Society    

emails, I saw an opportunity to learn how 

to share our local history using our   

website and on Facebook. Presenting 

the Facebook portion of the meeting was 

an archivist from the Milwaukee County 

Historical Society.  

After sharing what he posts regularly on 

their page (which must be monitored 

regularly) and sharing some legal advice 

about what type of documents can be 

posted, I read the PowerPoint screen as 

he posted a marriage application. One 

thing I enjoy seeing is the elegance of 

penmanship from the past. One of the 

names struck me as being very familiar. 

Someone in the audience said, “You 

can’t use the marriage license.”  As I 

stared at the name, the presenter states, 

“You can post applications, not licenses, 

birth or death certificates, and I don’t 

think my grandma would mind me using 

hers.” I looked back at the agenda to 

read the name of the Milwaukee County 

Historical Society archivist doing the 

presentation.  It was my mother’s young-

er brother’s son— my cousin Steve. That 

was my grandmother’s name on that           

application.  

   I would not have recognized Steve. I 

haven’t seen my him since we were kids. 

I couldn’t wait for the end of the presen-

tation so I could thank him for posting my 

grandmother’s name. Steve did say he 

uses that post just to see if anyone 

comes out of the woodwork.  

We didn’t get to talk for very long that 

day but I have his contact information 

now and I will be talking to him soon. I 

have thought about finding out about my 

family history for sometime and I’m pretty 

sure Steve has it all written down.  

        

       —Louise Valdovinos 

 Spring 2018  DeForest Area  Historical Society  

 Guardian of the Past    Caretaker of the Future   



DAHS in the Community 

Open House  at the Hansen-Newell-                

 Bennett House, 119 East Elm Street  

 Saturday, June 2 from 9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m. 

 Sunday, July 15 from 1:00—3:00 p.m. 

 Sunday, August 12 from 1:00—3:00 p.m. 

 Sunday, September 16 from 1:00—3:00 p.m. 

 Sunday, October 14 from 1:00—3:00 p.m. 

Wood Carving Demonstration  at the Depot   

 Saturday, June 2 from 9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m. 

(215 Market Street ) 

Historical Impressionist Jessica  Michna 

 presents Laura Ingalls Wilder:                    

 The Road to the Little House 

 Tuesday, October 23 at 10:00 a.m. at the 

DeForest Area Community & Senior Center 

Historical Society Gallery 

 located in the DeForest Area Public Library  

and open daily during library hours 

Calendar of Events 

A great partnership 

 The Historical Society is pleased to 

have a partnership with the DeForest Area 

Community Center and the DeForest Area 

Public Library.  Working together, the 

three groups are continuing to offer            

programs that offer glimpses into people 

and events of the past. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On March 27, actress and singer Jillann 

Gabrielle introduced us to Hedda Hopper, 

gossip columnist, through an original            

musical presentation.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Then on April 24 we met Golda Meir, who 

lived in Milwaukee as a young girl and 

eventually went on to become Prime              

Minister of Israel.  Golda Meir was            

portrayed by historical impressionist,             

Jessica Michna.   

Remembering Our Fallen  

From Wisconsin 

Reception Monday, May 21                   

at 5:00 p.m.                                      

Historical Society Gallery            

      and Workroom 

      On display from May 20—26  

 The Historical Society is pleased to partner with 

the DeForest Area Public Library to display a special 

exhibit sponsored by Olson-Grinde American Legion 

Post 348 and the Legion Auxiliary. 

 This traveling photo memorial is a stark reminder 

of the ultimate sacrifice made by 132 Wisconsin            

service men and women killed in the War on Terror 

while wearing the cloth of our Nation. This distin-

guished exhibit includes a DeForest Area High 

School graduate, Shane O’Donnell, killed in action on  

November 8, 2004. 

 

Exhibit Production Sponsored by Bellevue University 

In the Gallery 



The building structure remained essen-
tially unchanged for the rest of the             
century, the home of Emma Lyster and 
her daughter, Adeline.  Emma passed 
away in 1955 and Adeline continued to 
reside in the house for most of the        
remainder of her life. 

At the time of the DeForest redevelop-
ment in the downtown area in 2000, the 
building was purchased by the Redevel-
opment Authority and offered to the            
historical society for possible moving and 
restoration.  After the Chase Family            
donated land on Market Street which           
included the historic DeForest Railroad 
Depot, it was decided that this was a per-
fect location for this building as well.  In 
2001, with financial help from the Rede-
velopment Authority, the structure was 
lifted off its foundation on Holum Street, 
moved on a flat-bed truck  and relocated 
just north of the old depot on a newly                     
created basement.  The Society did             
extensive remodeling of the structure to 
bring it up to code and to make it                   
accessible to the public.   

Soon after, the DeForest Area Chamber 
of Commerce elected to relocate its office 
to the building in this prime downtown  
location.  The Society and the Chamber 
formed a mutually-beneficial partnership, 
which continues to this day.   The Cham-
ber occupies much of the first floor and 
makes good use of storage space in the 
basement and on the second floor.  A 
kitchen restored to the 1930s by the           
Society includes some of the earliest          
appliances in DeForest and is always of 
great interest to visitors.  

The Lyster House:   

A “Moving” History 

If you compare the building farthest in the 
distance in the accompanying black and 
white photo with the one in color, it may 
be difficult to believe that the building is 
one in the same.  Today this structure is 
one of four sites interpreted by the  histori-
cal society, located at 201 DeForest 
Street and commonly known as “The            
Lyster House” or to many, “the Chamber.” 

The building was originally constructed 
before 1900 on Holum Street at the loca-
tion of today’s Norske Nook parking lot.  It 
was a traditional two-story clapboard 
structure, with a false flat business front 
facing the street.  A porch extended 
across the front and included the main  
entrance.  It likely was originally designed 
to be both a residence and a business.   

By 1903, the lot and building were owned 
by Ole Lyster.  In 1911 the ownership was 
in the name of Mrs. Ole Lyster, Emma, 
who made it a home for her three daugh-
ters and also became the proprietor of a 
hat shop at the location.  During the 
1930s, the building underwent extensive 
remodeling.  The false store front was re-
configured to create a more traditional  
gable appearance in a revised colonial 
style, the porch was removed and a new 
entry door and bowed window added.  

The Lyster House in 2015, just after its 
most recent upgrade, new exterior siding.  

The building farthest back in this image was 
constructed on Holum Street before 1900 

and owned soon after by Ole Lyster. 



Curator’s Corner   
by John Englesby, Archivist-Curator  

We are so indebted to our wonderful                     

volunteers for helping to publish another             

society newsletter and pleased to be able to 

once again share information with our many 

supporters. 

The planned activities for another season 

dominate our efforts at this point, now that 

winter is behind us and we can begin to         

concentrate on the lawns, gardens, and our 

home sites.  The “off-season” at the society 

has been busy as always, with our focus          

being on accessioning the many new materi-

als that have been donated, meeting with the 

folks who visit us on Tuesday and Thursday 

mornings, and responding to questions and 

sharing information via e-mail, phone, and 

other correspondence.  We love helping to 

keep history alive in the community. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Local Newspapers Provide a Vital 

Role in Documenting Local History 

Most historical societies rely heavily on their 

local newspapers as a prime source for             

information and research.  Our area is no           

exception.  We feel so fortunate to have         

access at our archival center to almost all of 

the newspaper issues that have been printed 

in DeForest: 1897 through 1979 on microfilm, 

the rest all in hard copy stored in archival doc-

ument boxes.  It is always reassuring to be 

able to access primary resources for historic 

documentation and information.  

We have a wonderful working relationship with 

the former editor of the DeForest Times-

Tribune, Richard Emerson, whose weekly  

column “D News” is enjoyed and appreciated 

by all of us.  Dick has a phenomenal memory 

for recalling the people and activities of the 

area, and we contact him often to substantiate 

and verify historical details.  We are pleased 

to be able to provide information for Dick’s  

research, too, and welcome him often at our 

archival research center. 

Dick has a vital connection to the local news-

paper publication story because of the many 

years he and his wife Molly devoted to this  

endeavor.  His father, Earl, was the highly         

respected editor and publisher of the newspa-

per beginning  in 1926 and continuing for 42 

years.  Many of us recall the insightful feature 

articles Earl wrote, often in commemoration of 

the lives and achievements of local citizens.  

We have an extensive manuscript collection 

which documents the newspaper’s history. 

We are sometimes asked why the name of the 

local paper was changed in 1949.  In the early 

days, there were newspapers published in 

both DeForest and in Morrisonville.  The editor 

and publisher of the Morrisonville Tribune for 

many years was Charles Eldredge who          

assumed these roles in 1906 and continued 

for over 40 years. He was a highly respected 

advocate for the community.  In 1949 Earl 

bought out the Morrisonville paper  and               

created a  merged business with a new         

hyphenated title, “DeForest Times-Tribune,”  

which continues to this day. 

We recognize and commend the local                 

newspapers in all communities for their devo-

tion to reporting local news.   What would the 

local history story be without them?  

Earl Emerson in an early DeForest Times office                        
(Circa 1920.) 

Charles Eldredge, editor and publisher, in the                
office of the Morrisonville Tribune (Circa 1935). 



Become a           
volunteer 

Volunteers perform a 

wide variety of tasks 

that enable the                                

DeForest  Area                  

Historical Society to 

carry out its                          

educational mission. 

Whether it is stuffing 

envelopes, leading a 

tour, or  helping with 

one-day special               

projects, volunteers 

bring the history of our             

communities to the 

public. 

Volunteer                    

Opportunities  

 Board members 

 Archival work 

 Computer skills 

 Handyperson skills 

Contact                                    

dahsoc@yahoo.com                        

Volunteer Spotlight 
 

Our Historical Society is grateful for the           

commitment and hard work of our volunteers.  

Meet one of our dedicated helpers.  

Amie Mink is a DAHS board member, greeter in the DAHS  

office, school display case coordinator, open house hostess               

at the Depot, Hansen-Newell-Bennett house care, holiday                   

decorator, hostess for Open House—Winterfest, program                 

presenter at Parkside Living and for library programs, and cookie 

baker for programs 

Hometown:  Windsor, Wisconsin 

Hobbies and interests:  “I enjoy spending time with my family 

and friends.  Biking, hiking, visiting house museums, and organic 

gardening” 

How long have you been a volunteer?  Over 15 years 

What do you find most interesting or rewarding about your                    

volunteer time?  “When I work Thursday mornings in the library 

location office I will accept donations of artifacts.  I very much          

enjoy listening to the history of the artifact including the history of 

who enjoyed the item over the years.  There are many times that I 

even get goosebumps of excitement seeing and hearing about 

the items.  I have made many friends over the years and have 

cherished their friendship.  I am so very grateful and very proud to 

be a volunteer for the DeForest Area Historical Society.” 

From the DAHS                        

cookbook archives: 
 

Frigidaire Recipes 
Copyright 1929 



Contact Us 

DeForest Area                                            

Historical Society 

P.O. Box 124 

DeForest, WI  53532 

(608) 846-5482 

dahsoc@yahoo.com                         

Visit us on the web at 

www.deforesthistory.org 

Board of Directors 
 

President:      Louise Valdovinos 

Vice President:   Amie Mink 

Treasurer:    Doris Hodgson 

Secretary:    Rachel Anderson 

Directors:      Shirley Cunningham 

       Paul Ethun 

       Cynthia Karraker 

       Tracy Simon 

       Mary Wendt  

Director Emeritus:  Pat Asmussen 

————————————————————— 

Archivist — Curator: John Englesby 

Newsletter:    Jane Henze 

Board meetings are held every other month on the third Thursday at noon at the 

DeForest Area Public Library.   The next dates are July 19 and September 20.   

The public is welcome to attend. 

The mission of the DeForest Area Historical Society is  to 

preserve, celebrate, and share the local history of the area.  

 DeForest Area Historical Society 

  Post Office Box 124 

  DeForest, Wisconsin  53532 

 
 

 It was an exciting day in downtown 
DeForest in 2001 when the Lyster 

House was moved on a flatbed truck  
to its new location.             

See page 3 for the story! 


