N EWS
&
N OTES
DeForest Area Historical Society

Summer

 Guardian of the Past  Caretaker of the Future 2021

A message
from our
Historical Society’s
President
During a long overdue lunch
with a friend, a question was
raised, “Why an interest in the historical society?” My response was that I enjoy things
from the past.
Looking back on our conversation, I began
searching my memories for that first spark of
history enjoyment. In the summer of 1962, I
read the Little House series from beginning to
end. Picturing the Ingalls family in the big
woods, traveling the prairies in a covered
wagon, living in a mud dugout along the
creek, and fighting off locust invaders,
I wanted to be there. I wanted that adventure.
I enjoy reading biographies, historical
fiction and non-fiction, diaries and journals.
Television and movies play a big part in my
historical education. With historical anniversaries, come documentaries and mini-series.
Well-known historical figures' lives and
accomplishments
are
presented
with
new-found evidence and highly researched
documentation. Books are being written about
untold history and long ago treasures are
surfacing
with
truthful meaning
and
importance.

Local historical societies present their past
citizens and the establishment of their
communities in their collections and displays.
These citizens raised their families on farms
and in towns, providing services for their
communities and neighbors. They live everyday lives, send their children to school and
teach them to be productive citizens. They
are true heroes and history makers. Without
our John and Jane Does where would local
history be?

This past year confirms the importance of
community and the need to work together. I
wasn’t raised in the DeForest area, but it has
been my home for 30-plus years. The history
in this community is one of the reasons I love
living here. I enjoy finding out about the family
histories of the names on the street signs, the
farm homesteads, and the old local houses.
Local historical societies must continue to tell
the story of their community to their
families and visitors. It is our duty as
members of the society to encourage our
friends and families to volunteer and continue
to support the DeForest Area Historical
Society.
—Louise Valdovinos

Curator’s Corner

materials in the gallery and archives.

by John Englesby, Archivist-Curator

We are so very fortunate to have two former
library staff members volunteering to help with
society activities.
Louise Valdovinos, our
current Executive Board President, retired from
her role as the Children’s Librarian three years
ago and does a wonderful job of
planning, facilitating, and helping with various
activities,
including
chairing
all
board
meetings. For several years Jane Henze has
played an important role as our newsletter
editor, working as a volunteer from her home.
Congratulations to Jane, who just retired from
many years as the library’s Adult Programming
Director. What great talent and dedication both
of these ladies bring to our organization!

Thanks to our volunteers who helped prepare
this edition of our newsletter. Special
appreciation is extended to all who responded
to our membership and fund drive last fall,
one of the most successful we have experienced. We were especially thankful during
this challenging time when, like so many local
and state museums, it was necessary to
change the level of services because of the
pandemic. Fortunately, we were able to have
contact with many of you through e-mail, U.S.
mail, and the phone system. At this time, the
Hansen-Newell-Bennett House Museum is
still closed to the public, with plans for the
summer pending. We will have office hours at
the Archival Center in the library soon.
It has worked out so well to have our Archival
Center in the DeForest Area Public Library,
which provides so many advantages and
special features for us and patrons. Our
gallery is open during all library hours, the airconditioning system provides for optimal
storage of historic items, and our volunteers
are available during some hours to share
information about local history with patrons
and library staff.
We are so grateful for the wonderful support
and help we receive from the library staff,
including the directors, those covering the
circulation desk, and those handling the mail.
Quite often items intended for the society are
dropped off by patrons at the library circulation desk. The staff is so good about accepting these materials, often even delivering
them to our office. We especially appreciate
receiving advice from the staff members about
our computer system and help lifting heavy

Storing and Preserving
Historic Materials
One of the challenges for all of us is saving and
properly storing historic family items for future
generations. Quite often the choice of storage
space in our homes is attics and basements
both not the most desirable. How many of us
have discovered family photographs badly
faded or other items not even resembling their
original appearance because of deterioration?
Archivists and historians deal with this problem
on a larger scale, keenly aware of how
important proper storage is for historic items
entrusted to their care.
The most common “enemies” of storing items
are dirt, natural and artificial light, and
changing humidity and temperature levels.
Dirt particles and dust accumulating on
clothing, bedspreads, books, and letters can

badly damage their appearance and quality.
Best solution: Regular dusting of items and
storage in sturdy and acid-free archival boxes
covered and sealed.

during all times of the year. In addition, most
of the society materials are stored in speciallydesigned archival folders, boxes, in steel
cabinets, or on inert steel shelving. There is
no natural light in the archival storage room
and no room lights are ever left on in areas
where materials are stored.
Similar excellent conditions exist at the Lyster
House. When it was restored, central air
conditioning was added for all levels and
functions during all months of the year. Most
materials and furniture stored in the rooms on
the second floor and the basement are under
dust covers and windows have shades.

Materials and furniture in storage in a second-floor room at
the Lyster House, window blinds and artifact dust covers in
place.

Natural and artificial light can quickly fade or
change the colors and intensity of print
materials. If you have compared a photograph
filed in a photo album with one displayed on a
wall or out in the open for long periods, you
likely noticed quite a difference.
Best
solutions: Storing materials in acid-free
folders, albums, and boxes to block all light
rays.
Fluctuations in relative humidity and temperature can damage and change the dimensional
nature of objects. This is most problematic
with paper, wood, and cloth items, less so
with more inert materials such as pottery and
metals. One curator notes:
“A relative
humidity level of greater than 65% is an invitation to mold growth.” Best solution: controlled
air quality and air-conditioning when possible.
Our Archival Center at the DeForest Area
Public Library is an excellent location for
the proper storage of archival materials. The
heating and cooling systems maintain fairly
constant temperature and humidity levels

The DeForest Railroad Depot, which
provides cold storage for our large items,
does not include air conditioning. However,
the environment is very dry. When it was
restored, the building was lifted, moved, much
of the floor saved and repositioned above a
cement slab. The windows are covered with
dark window shades which blocks the natural
light and ceiling lights are never left on for any
length of time.
The
Hansen-Bennett-House
Museum
includes many artifacts and furniture which
help to portray life from the early 1900s.
Although the components of a steam heating
system do exist, it is not currently used
because of the high cost of fuel. Recently the
society purchased and installed a very
efficient Aprilaire commercial dehumidifier
which works non-stop from June through
October and does an excellent job of helping
to control the humidity in the building. Window
shades are drawn to block natural light at all
times when the building is not open.
The control of the environment for storage of
items at our sites is a continuing challenge-one taken very seriously.

Artifacts from the Archives:
Dining in Style 100 Years Ago
Years ago many families stored and displayed their best dinnerware in china cabinets, to be used
only on special occasions, holidays, or sometimes on Sundays. These sets often included
beautiful designs, usually consisted of 12 complete place settings, with matching pieces for
serving. The society’s collection includes several sets from the early 1900s, selected pieces
featured here. All are currently archived and displayed at the Hansen-Newell-Bennett House
Museum.

Royal Ironstone China
Mellor, Taylor & Co., England
Copper Tea Leaf Pattern
Circa 1890
(Selected Plates)

Porcelain Dinnerware
Habsburg, Austria
Pink Floral Pattern
Circa 1920
(Molstad Collection)

Porcelain Bone China
Leonard, Vienna, Austria
Blue Floral Pattern, Circa 1910
(Somerville Collection)
Owned by Ella Wheeler Wilcox, renowned Wisconsin Poet

Stoneware Dinnerware
Vienna Austria
Matte White Version
Circa 1930
(Mulvey Collection)

Volunteer Spotlight: Library Helpers
Our Historical Society has a great team of
regular volunteers.
While they are not exactly volunteers,
Circulation Manager Brian Rogers and the
staff at the DeForest Area Public Library are
helpers to DAHS in many small ways. From
fielding messages and mail, to physically
assisting by moving a display case or retrieving
artifacts from the archive storage, they are
Brian Rogers (right) hands a package to
Curator John Englesby at the Historical
important in helping the Historical Society carry
Society Archival Center office door.
on our mission. Being located in the Library
increases our accessibility and the partnership gives the Historical Society the
ability to remain visible in the community.

From the Archives
A summer-y recipe found in the cookbook
section of the DAHS archives.

From

THE SECOND EDITION
OF THE ELLIS COOKBOOK
Containing the Largest
Variety of “Tried and True”
Up to Date Recipes of
Any Cook Book in Use
The Salad, Chafing Dish and
Luncheon Departments
alone are worth the price
of the Book
OVER 4,000 VALUABLE
RECIPES CAREFULLY
SELECTED AND COMPILED BY
MRS. MARY ELLIS
Peshtigo, Wis
1898
Price, Two Dollars

DeForest Area Historical Society
Post Office Box 124
DeForest, Wisconsin 53532
Did you know?
An enthusiastic group
of men who liked music
organized a band in
DeForest under the
direction of I.B. Clark
in 1892.
It was known as
the cornet band.
Lessons were 25 cents.
These young men played
together for nearly
19 years, including
17 consecutive years
on the 4th of July.
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Board meetings are held every other month on the third Thursday at noon at the
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The mission of the DeForest Area
Historical Society is to preserve, celebrate,
and share the local history of the area.
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