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A message
from our
Historical Society
President
Back to school sales have been announced.
The summer is half over and we are in the
middle of our open house season. I am
happy to share with you our Hanson-NewellBennett House Museum season has been
well attended.
The word is getting out into the community
about the museum. Facebook and the posted
signs have brought new residents and lifelong
residents who have never visited before, to
our open door.
Our visitors are enjoying traveling back to
pre-electricity times. One young man who
was sizing up the horsehair chair in the parlor
asked why they are so low to the floor. His
companion explained that people were
shorter back then.
Visitors comment on the upstairs displays and
are amazed at all of the one-room
schools that educated the children of long
ago. It is nice to hear their comments about
recognizing some of the buildings and
realizing how old they are.

I am also happy to report a few of our visitors
are interested in volunteering with the
Historical Society. Since the world opened up
again, an interest in the community’s past is
present through donations and visits to our
sites. I am excited to be a part of this
historical adventure.
I have been researching the families of the
museum and found their lives to be exciting
and enlightening. This information has led me
to look into other historical homes and
families in our community. Digging around in
the archives for one thing takes me on a trip
to another. Learning how to navigate the
archival information has been interesting.
This is all due to the efforts of John Englesby,
our Archivist-Curator, and the other
volunteers whose hard work is priceless.
Thank you all for the endless hours you have
put into the Historical Society. I appreciate
it and am so happy to be a part of this
wonderful group of people.
—Louise Valdovinos

“A people without knowledge
of their past history, origin and culture
is like a tree without roots.”
Marcus Garvey – publisher, journalist, and orator 

Curator’s Corner
by John Englesby, Archivist-Curator
Greetings from the Historical Society. Thanks to
all who contributed to this edition of our summer
newsletter. We hope that you will enjoy hearing
about the tasks and activities that are currently
being addressed by volunteers and others.
As with many
other
organizations,
we are once
again enjoying a return
to
some
normalcy, with
Louise Valdovinos, Doris Hodgson, and
regular office
Rachel Anderson working outside of the
hours at our
Hansen-Newell-Bennett House.
archival
center in the
library on Tuesday and Thursday mornings,
scheduled open houses at our museum on Elm
Street, and access to the Lyster House during
regular Chamber business hours. Our faithful
volunteers are donating many hours to make
this possible, inside the buildings and on our
many lawns and gardens.
Jane Henze is doing an excellent job as our
Facebook Coordinator. This helps so much in
getting our message out to folks in the
community and beyond. Thanks to all who are
participating and helping document the local
history of the area.
We are delighted that Heike Compe, the
Director of the DeForest-Windsor Chamber of
Commerce, has joined the Executive Board
of the Society. Heike has great interest in our
local history and keen knowledge about the
community and its resources.

The next few months will be focused on several
upgrades and activities at our three building
sites and if you drive by you may see volunteers
working and also folks who have been hired to

help us out. It is hard to believe that it has been
so many years since the original restoration work
took place at the Hansen-Newell-Bennett House
and the Lyster House. The huge project of
restoring the exterior of the DeForest Railroad
Depot took place in 2008.
It is a challenge to maintain buildings constructed
many years ago. The basements were seldom
moisture-controlled, the roof surfaces were
constructed of wood or asphalt shingles with
relatively short life spans, and the use of any
insulation was an exception. Therefore, they all
require ongoing attention.
This summer the railroad depot is undergoing
a complete upgrade including a complete exterior repainting, using the documented colors and
all features from the
building as it was
restored
to
the
1930s. Some of
the roof overhang
boards have been
replaced, about half
of the decking, and
portions
of
the
overhang,
all
beautifully restored
Beckman Builders carpenters
by local contractors
working on the side and roof of the
and carpenters.
depot.

The painter who did
such an excellent job in
2008 has returned to
DeForest and is hired to
do all painting of this
building, as well as
selected portions of the
Hansen-Newell-Bennett
House
and
Lyster
House (doors, porches, Allen Recker power
some windows). Other washing the depot deck in
local contractors have preparation for sealing
already replaced or
restored windows, picket fences, porch floors,
and pillars.

The Lyster House: A
Unique Home for the
Chamber of Commerce
Have you ever wondered about the building that
houses our Chamber of Commerce? On page 5
of this newsletter, you’ll meet Heike Compe, the
Executive Director of the Deforest-Windsor Area
Chamber of Commerce, which is located in the
Lyster House.

The building
was originally
constructed
in the 1890s
on the north side of Holum Street at the current
location of Norske Nook Restaurant’s parking
lot.

Adeline. Emma Lyster passed away in 1955.
Adeline lived in the home for the rest of her life,
passing away in 2000.
In the late 1990s, the Lyster House was purchased by the DeForest Redevelopment Authority and gifted to the DeForest Area Historical
Society, with the stipulation that the building
would be removed from the site and the Society
would be responsible for its upkeep and use.
After the Fred Chase family donated land on
Market Street, which also housed the landmark
DeForest Railroad Depot, it was decided that
this would be an excellent site for the Lyster
House. In August of 2001, the structure was
moved from its century-long location on Holum
Street to DeForest Street, just north of the
depot. It was placed on a new full basement.

The DeForest-Windsor Chamber of
Commerce rents a portion of the Lyster
House, located at 151 Commerce Street.

By 1903 the property was listed in the name of
Ole Lyster, recently married to Emma Dahl,
daughter of Nels Dahl, one of the early pioneer
settlers in DeForest. The building and property
were transferred in 1911 to Emma, who ran a
millinery shop at the location, and also provided
room and board to renters. Emma made this her
home for the years following, where she reared
three daughters.
During the 1930s and 1940s, significant
changes were made to the structure, then the
home of Emma Lyster and her daughter

Before occupancy, extensive remodeling took
place to bring the building up to code and to
make it accessible for public use. The attic was
insulated, new heating and cooling ducts were
installed, electric wiring was either checked or
replaced, new plumbing was added, and central
air-conditioning installed. Walls were repaired
and painted on the first floor, new carpeting
added, and a handicapped-accessible, modern
restroom was constructed on the first floor.
Shortly after the move, the DeForest
Area Chamber of Commerce requested to
rent office space in the building. Some of
the first floor was reconfigured to accommodate
the
Chamber’s
growing
program.

History Mysteries:
Objects from
the archives

For several years, the Society interpreted much
of the building as a home restored to the 1930s,
with period living room, dining room, bedroom,
and kitchen furniture and appliances on display.

Our Historical Society archives contain
hundreds of curiosities and whatchamacallits.
Can you guess what these three interesting
objects are? We’ll give you some clues.

1. This item would be
found in a buggy or a
sleigh.

In 2009, the complete front two rooms were
redesigned for its office and remain so today.
At that time, more upgrades were made to the
building, including new roof shingles, a new hot
water heater, and insulating materials applied to
all windows. The Chamber and Society continue to enjoy a mutually-beneficial partnership.
—Adapted from an article by John Engelsby

2. You would
probably find this item
in a kitchen.

Mark your
calendar







Sunday, August 14 from 1:00—3:00 p.m.
Hansen-Newell-Bennett House Tours
Sunday, September 11 from 1:00—3:00 p.m.
Hansen-Newell-Bennett House Tours
Tuesday, September 27 at 10:00 a.m. —
Jessica Michna as Katherine Wright—Those
Flyboys from Dayton, Co-hosted by the
Historical Society, DeForest Library, &
DeForest Area Community & Senior Center
Sunday, October 9 from 1:00—3:00 p.m.
Hansen-Newell-Bennett House Tours
Tuesday, October 25 at 10:00 a.m. —
Oh, Jackie O! Solo Musical Based on the Life
of Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis
Co-hosted
by the Historical Society, DeForest Library, &
DeForest Area Community & Senior Center

Answers:
1. Edlund Co. Sure Sharp, knife sharpener— Metal
rotating wheels would sharpen the knife blade.
Circa 1940s.
2. Clark Foot Warmer — Used in horse drawn buggy
or sleigh to warm the feet. It has a drawer to hold
coal. Circa 1900.
3. New Standard Cherry Stoner — The tool clamps to
a table, wheel turns to push cherries through and
remove the pits. Circa 1950s.



3. Harvest time
would be when to put
this tool to use.

Volunteer Spotlight: Heike Compe
Our Historical Society is grateful for the
commitment and hard work of our
volunteers. Meet our
newest board
member and volunteer, Heike Compe.
Hello! My name is Heike
Compe, I am the Executive
Director of the DeForest
Windsor Area Chamber
of Commerce. I started
working as the Assistant
Administrator in June of 2015. I have loved
working at the historical Lyster House! It is not
your typical office, but it is so comfortable and
homey. I enjoy it when people stop to visit
and tour the Lyster House. They tell me
wonderful stories of how they or a relative
knew Adeline Lyster. They are also intrigued
by the kitchen here at the Lyster house with
the 1930’s stove/oven and 1920’s refrigerator.
I grew up in Madison, attended Madison East
High
School,
and
graduated
from
UW-Madison, where I met my husband, Greg.
We moved to DeForest 26 years ago. I have
lived in DeForest longer than I have in Madison, so I think that makes me a Norski! We
love everything about DeForest, the smalltown atmosphere,
walking to parks and
meeting new neighbors. As the family grew,
and Calvin, Kylie, Heidi, and Natalie were
more involved with sports and school activities, our lives got very busy, traveling to watch
them play, traveling with other families and
supporting them and their teammates. Today,
we still travel to watch our two youngest play
Club volleyball at UW-Madison and are loving
every minute of it!

Growing up, my family was very involved with
Madison Turners. Teaching gymnastics and
being a part of the cultural activities provided
by the Turner Halls all over the United States
truly sparked my interest in history. I have
enjoyed scrapbooking since high school, putting our family vacation photos in albums to
look through and enjoy the memories. Greg
and I enjoyed the good old days, bowling in a
Friday night league at Rude’s Lanes, and
making new friends.
I just “officially” started as a DeForest Area
Historical Society Board member and
volunteer. History is so interesting to me, and
I enjoying learning about the people who
made a difference in our community and their
stories. The displays in the Library/DAHS
office and at the Hansen-Newell-Bennett
Museum are wonderful tributes to keeping the
past available for our youth to learn from and
about.
I look forward to meeting all the members and
getting more involved with the DeForest Area
Historical Society!

Heike helps care for the flowers
at the Lyster House.
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Post Office Box 124
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Did you know
we’re on
Facebook?
‘Like’ our page and take

a
walk back through the
history of our area through
photographs and highlights
of artifacts in the collection .
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